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Countryside Properties appeals to progress delivery for much-needed Cambridge homes

The public inquiry into Countryside Properties two planning appeals commenced on 28th September.  The inquiry seeks to resolve the outstanding legal (Section 106 Agreement) issues on Countryside Properties key development projects at Clay Farm and Glebe Farm, south of Cambridge, which could deliver 2,550 new homes along with new infrastructure and a host of community facilities.  The appeals set out clearly why planning permission should be granted in respect of the company’s separate applications for Clay Farm, submitted in June 2007 and for Glebe Farm, submitted in March 2008.  It is widely agreed by all parties that there is an urgent need for more housing in Cambridge to meet the substantial demand.

The appeals are made on the grounds of non-determination of the applications by Cambridge City Council within the required time periods. The applications had been put to the Joint Development Control Committee in May 2008 (Clay Farm) and October 2008 (Glebe Farm) and were approved subject to completion of the S106 Agreements by 30th November 2008 and 27th February 2009 respectively.

Discussions on the content of the Section 106 Agreements have been ongoing since the applications were made.  Many matters have been agreed, but there remain a number of disputed issues that will be resolved through the Inquiry.  Since the applications were made the housing market has deteriorated significantly and in the prevailing economic conditions, the City and County Councils’ requirement for 40% affordable housing, and the level of contribution sought, makes the schemes financially unviable. 
Nationally, the Homes and Communities Agency (the housing and regeneration agency for England) has recognised this scenario of reduced viability and has asked local authorities to exercise flexibility in setting their Section 106 requirements when determining planning applications.  
John Oldham, Director and Group Chief Town Planner states that, “It is regrettable that we have been forced to appeal, but it is important for all parties to focus on the substantial need for housing in the Cambridge sub-region, specifically the Cambridge Southern Fringe where demand will increase as employers such as Addenbrooke’s Hospital expand significantly.”  
Countryside Properties remains fully committed to the principles of Cambridge’s Southern Fringe.  Clay and Glebe Farm offer substantial community facilities including a secondary school, a primary school, community and health facilities, shops and a new strategic 120 acre public open space for the City.   The developments will provide a well-designed sustainable urban extension, having been prepared in close collaboration with Cambridge City Council and other stakeholders.

- Ends - 
Note for editors:

Countryside Properties PLC is a leader in property development, the creation of sustainable communities and urban regeneration.  The company’s vision is to create places for people where they can enjoy a good quality of life.   

The Group is widely recognised as a responsible developer which is totally committed to sustainable development and design and place making excellence.  Countryside Properties holds more CABE Building for Life Standards than any other private developer and Accordia in Cambridge was the first ever housing development to receive architecture’s premier award, the RIBA Stirling Prize 2008.  Principal areas of operation are in London and the Thames Gateway, the South East, East and North West of England.  

The Company, which was incorporated in 1958, is owned jointly by the Cherry family and Bank of Scotland, (part of Lloyds Banking Group) which is providing the Group with significant funding.  
For further information visit http:///www.countryside-properties-corporate.com 

For further information contact Jeremy Dodd on 01344 894500.  Issued on behalf of Countryside Properties Plc by RLS Public Relations Limited.
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